assuring bulletins which have been issued as to the satisfactory progress of the illustrious patient. It is idle, however, to shut our eye3 to the fact that however simple an affair fracture of the patella may appear at the time, it is in many cases a matter of considerable gravity, partly in consequence of the serious interference with the utility of the limb which sometimes succeeds it, and partly from the fact that the forms of treatment by which these ulterior results can be best avoided are in themselves by no mean3 absolutely devoid of danger. We earnestly hope that none of these problems will have to be discussed in regard to the Prince of Wales, and that rest and fixation will do all that is necessary.
It has, however, to be remembered that prolonged rest and prolonged fixation are often in themselves injurious, and that while the hospital patient sometimes asks for operation because it restores to him his power of earning wages, even the most highly placed among us may prefer whatever may best promise a quick restoration of the power of taking exercise.
